PRAYER IN THE HOME
CHRIST THE KING: 22 NOVEMBER 2020

GATHERING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us light a candle to remember that God is with us.

Christ the King, King of justice
We belong to you.

Christ the King, King of mercy
We belong to you

Christ the King, king of glory
We belong to you.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

COLLECT for Christ the King

Heavenly Lord,

you long for the world’s salvation:

stir us from apathy,

restrain us from excess

and revive in us new hope

that all creation will one day be healed
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PSALM 95:1-7a

1 O come, let us sing to the Lord;

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
3 For the Lord is a great God,

and a great King above all gods.
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth;

the heights of the mountains are his also.
5 The sea is his, for he made it,

and the dry land, which his hands have formed.

6 O come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
7 For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.

BIBLE READING Matthew 25: 31-46

31When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him,
then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered
before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, 32 and he will put the sheep at his right
hand and the goats at the left.

34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world; 3®for | was hungry and you gave me food, | was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you
welcomed me, 38| was naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick and you
took care of me, | was in prison and you visited me.” 3” Then the righteous
will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that
we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you
clothing? 3® And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited
you?” 40And the king will answer them, “Truly | tell you, just as you did it



to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to

”

me.

#1Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart
from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 4?for |
was hungry and you gave me no food, | was thirsty and you gave me
nothing to drink, 43| was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked
and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit
me.” #*Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not
take care of you?” % Then he will answer them, “Truly | tell you, just as you
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” 46 And
these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal
life.

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:
- What words in that reading do | particularly remember and why?

- Who or where in the world does this reading remind me of?

- Was the reading intended to have an effect on what | think,
what | do or what | believe?

SERMON Rev Richard Taylor: https://stbcc.co.uk/sermons

INTERCESSIONS & CLOSING PRAYER

Let us pray to the Lord,
who is our refuge and strength.

For the health and well-being of our nation,
that all who are fearful and anxious

may be at peace and free from worry:

Lord, hear us,

Lord, graciously hear us.

For the isolated and housebound,
that we may be alert to their needs,
and care for them in their vulnerability:

Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.

For our homes and families,

our schools and young people,

and all in any kind of need or distress:
Lord, hear us,

Lord, graciously hear us.

For a blessing on our local community,

that our neighbourhoods may be places of trust and friendship,
where all are known and cared for:

Lord, hear us,

Lord, graciously hear us.

We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray,
to the mercy and protection of God.

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Trusting in the compassion of God,

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord bless you and watch over you,
the Lord make his face shine upon you
the Lord look kindly on you

and give you peace.



