Advent1 December 3™

Collect

Almighty God,

as your kingdom dawns,

turn us from the darkness of sin to the
light of holiness,

that we may be ready to meet you

in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Psalm 80:1-7,17-19

1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you who lead Joseph like a flock!
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth
2 before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.
Stir up your might, and come to save us!

3 Restore us, O God;
let your face shine, that we may be saved.

40 LorD God of hosts,

how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?
>You have fed them with the bread of tears,

and given them tears to drink in full measure.
6You make us the scornu of our neighbours;

our enemies laugh among themselves.

7Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved.

17But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
the one whom you made strong for yourself.
18 Then we will never turn back from you;

give us life, and we will call on your name.

19 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved.

Reading: Mark 13:24-37

24‘But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and
the moon will not give its light, 2> and the stars will be falling from
heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.?6 Then they will
see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory
27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

28 ‘Erom the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 2° So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that hew is near,
at the very gates. 3°Truly | tell you, this generation will not pass away
until all these things have taken place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will not pass away. 32 ‘But about that day or hour no
one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. 33 Beware, keep alert;w for you do not know when the time will
come. 31t is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and
puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the
doorkeeper to be on the watch. 3> Therefore, keep awake—for you do
not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at
midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 3¢ or else he may find you asleep
when he comes suddenly. 37 And what | say to you | say to all: Keep
awake.’

Advent 2 Sunday December 10"

Collect

Almighty God,

purify our hearts and minds,

that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again
as judge and saviour

we may be ready to receive him,

who is our Lord and our God.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+80&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-15205a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+13%3A24-37&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24740a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+13%3A24-37&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24744b

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13

1Lord, you were favourable to your land;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.

2You forgave the iniquity of your people;
you pardoned all their sin.

8 Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people,
to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.
Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;
righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,
and righteousness will look down from the sky.
12The Lord will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness will go before him,
and will make a path for his steps.

Reading: Mark 1:1-8

1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is
written in the prophet Isaiah, ‘See, | am sending my messenger ahead of
you, who will prepare your way;
3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

“Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight™’,

4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. > And people from the whole
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. ® Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed,
‘The one who is more powerful than | is coming after me; | am not

worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8| have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’

Advent 3 Sunday December 17"

Collect
God for whom we watch and wait,

you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son:

give us courage to speak the truth,
to hunger for justice,

and to suffer for the cause of right,
with Jesus Christ our Lord.

Psalm 12
1When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.
2Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then it was said among the nations,
‘The Lord has done great things for them.’
3The Lord has done great things for us,
and we rejoiced.
4Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
like the watercourses in the Negeb.
°>May those who sow in tears
reap with shouts of joy.
6Those who go out weeping,
bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,
carrying their sheaves.



Reading: John 1:6-8, 19-28

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ”He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.

1 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ 2° He confessed and
did not deny it, but confessed, ‘l am not the Messiah.”?! And they asked
him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘1 am not.” ‘Are you the
prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ 22 Then they said to him, ‘Who are you?
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?’ 22 He said, ‘l am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
“Make straight the way of the Lord”’, as the prophet Isaiah said. 2 Now
they had been sent from the Pharisees. 2° They asked him, ‘Why then
are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the
prophet?’ 26 John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you
stands one whom you do not know, 2’ the one who is coming after me; |
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28 This took place in
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

Advent 4 Sunday December 24

Collect

Heavenly Father,

who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary

to be the mother of the promised saviour:

fill us your servants with your grace,

that in all things we may embrace your holy will
and with her rejoice in your salvation;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Magnificat

46 Mary said: ‘My soul magnifies the Lord,

47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,

48 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;

43 for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
50 His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
51 He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
33 he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
34 He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
35 according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’

Luke 1:26-38

26 the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, ?7 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 22 And he
came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with

you.” 22 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what
sort of greeting this might be. 3®The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favour with God. 3 And now, you will conceive
in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the
house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no

end.” 3 Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since | am a

virgin?’ 3> The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to
be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 3¢ And now, your
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the
sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be
impossible with God.” 3 Then Mary said, ‘Here am |, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed
from her.



