Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 19t

Collect

Merciful Lord,

you know our struggle to serve you:
when sin spoils our lives

and overshadows our hearts,

come to our aid

and turn us back to you again;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Psalm 23

1 The Lord is my shepherd;
therefore can | lack nothing.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3 He shall refresh my soul
and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
4 Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
| will fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;
you have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full.
6 Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Reading: John 9

1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened
so that the works of God might be displayed in him. #As long as it is

day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no
one can work. * While | am in the world, | am the light of the world.”

® After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva,
and put it on the man’s eyes. ’ “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of
Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came
home seeing.

8 His neighbours and those who had formerly seen him begging asked,
“Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” ° Some claimed that he
was. Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” But he himself insisted, “I
am the man.” 19 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.

1 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my
eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So | went and washed, and
then | could see.”

12 “\Where is this man?” they asked him. “I don’t know,” he said.

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. ** Now the
day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a
Sabbath. 1> Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received
his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and | washed, and
now | see.”

16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not
keep the Sabbath.” But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such
signs?” So they were divided.

17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about
him? It was your eyes he opened.” The man replied, “He is a prophet.”

18 They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his
sight until they sent for the man’s parents. ** “Is this your son?” they
asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can
see?”

20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was
born blind. ?! But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t
know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said
this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had
decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would
be put out of the synagogue. 2>That was why his parents said, “He is of age;
ask him.”

24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory
to God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.”



%> He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, | don’t know. One thing | do
know. | was blind but now | see!”

26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your
eyes?” 2/ He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples
too?” 28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s
disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 2° We know that God spoke to Moses,
but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.”

30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he
comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen
to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. 3> Nobody has
ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not
from God, he could do nothing.”

34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you
lecture us!” And they threw him out.

3> Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”

36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that | may believe in him.”
37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with
you.” 3 Then the man said, “Lord, | believe,” and he worshiped him.

39 Jesus said, “For judgment | have come into this world, so that the blind
will see and those who see will become blind.”

40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked,
“What? Are we blind too?”

41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now
that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.

Fifth Sunday of Lent
March 26

Collect

Gracious Father,

you gave up your Son

out of love for the world:

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion,

that we may know eternal peace
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Psalm 130

1 Out of the depths have | cried to you, O Lord;
Lord, hear my voice;

let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.
2 If you, Lord, were to mark what is done amiss,
O Lord, who could stand?

3 Butthereis forgiveness with you,

so that you shall be feared.

4 | wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him;

in his word is my hope.

5 My soul waits for the Lord,

more than the night watch for the morning,
more than the night watch for the morning.

6 O lsrael, wait for the Lord,

for with the Lord there is mercy;

7 With him is plenteous redemption

and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

Reading: John 11:1-45

11 * Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and
her sister Martha.2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with
perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So
the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But
when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it
is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through
it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus, ® after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer
in the place where he was.

’Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ 8The
disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you,
and are you going there again?’ ?Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve



hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because
they see the light of this world. 19But those who walk at night stumble,
because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, ‘Our
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am going there to awaken
him.” 2 The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all
right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they
thought that he was referring merely to sleep. ¥ Then Jesus told them
plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. ¥> For your sake | am glad | was not there, so that
you may believe. But let us go to him.’ ¥®Thomas, who was called the
Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’
17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb
for four days.®Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two
miles away, ® and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
console them about their brother. 22 When Martha heard that Jesus was
coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 2! Martha said
to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. 22But even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of
him.” 22 Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.” ?* Martha said to
him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last
day.’ 2°Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who
believe in me, even though they die, will live, 2 and everyone who lives
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 27 She said to him,
‘Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one
coming into the world.’

28\When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and
told her privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 2° And when
she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 3° Now Jesus had not yet
come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met
him. 3 The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary
get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that
she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.’ 3 When Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly

disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 3*He said, ‘Where have you laid
him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.” 3> Jesus began to weep. 3¢ So
the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!” 3 But some of them said, ‘Could
not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from
dying?’

38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and
a stone was lying against it. 3 Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.” Martha,
the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench
because he has been dead for four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, ‘Did | not tell
you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ 41 So they took
away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, | thank you
for having heard me. 421 knew that you always hear me, but | have said this
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you
sent me.” 3 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus,
come out!’ #The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind
him, and let him go.’

4> Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen
what Jesus did, believed in him.



