Trinity 1 Sunday June 6

Collect

God of truth,

help us to keep your law of love
and to walk in ways of wisdom,
that we may find true life

in Jesus Christ your Son.

Psalm 138

1 | will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart;
before the gods will | sing praise to you.
2 | will bow down towards your holy temple and praise your name,
because of your love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name
and your word above all things.
3 Inthe day that | called to you, you answered me;
you put new strength in my soul.
4 All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord,
for they have heard the words of your mouth.
5 They shall sing of the ways of the Lord,
that great is the glory of the Lord.
6 Though the Lord be high, he watches over the lowly;
as for the proud, he regards them from afar.
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
you will preserve me;
you will stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right hand will save me.
8 The Lord shall make good his purpose for me;
your loving-kindness, O Lord, endures for ever;
forsake not the work of your hands.

Reading: Acts 5:12-24

2Now many signs and wonders were done among the people through the
apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. * None of the rest
dared to join them, but the people held them in high esteem. **Yet more than
ever believers were added to the Lord, great numbers of both men and

women, ¥ so that they even carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them
on cots and mats, in order that Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he
came by. ¥ A great number of people would also gather from the towns around
Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those tormented by unclean spirits, and they
were all cured.

Y Then the high priest took action; he and all who were with him (that is, the sect
of the Sadducees), being filled with jealousy, ¥arrested the apostles and put
them in the public prison. ¥ But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the
prison doors, brought them out, and said, 2°‘Go, stand in the temple and tell the
people the whole message about this life.” 22 When they heard this, they entered
the temple at daybreak and went on with their teaching.

When the high priest and those with him arrived, they called together the council
and the whole body of the elders of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them
brought. 22 But when the temple police went there, they did not find them in the
prison; so they returned and reported, 22 ‘We found the prison securely locked
and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them, we found no
one inside.” 2* Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard
these words, they were perplexed about them, wondering what might be going
on.

Trinity 2 Sunday June 13

Collect

Faithful Creator,

whose mercy never fails:
deepen our faithfulness to you
and to your living Word,

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Psalm 20

1 May the Lord hear you in the day of trouble,
the name of the God of Jacob defend you;

2 Send you help from his sanctuary

and strengthen you out of Zion;

3 Remember all your offerings

and accept your burnt sacrifice;



4 Grant you your heart’s desire
and fulfil all your mind.
5 May we rejoice in your salvation
and triumph in the name of our God;
may the Lord perform all your petitions.
6 Now | know that the Lord will save his anointed;
he will answer him from his holy heaven,
with the mighty strength of his right hand.
7 Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses,
but we will call only on the name of the Lord our God.
8 They are brought down and fallen,
but we are risen and stand upright.
9 O Lord, save the king
and answer us when we call upon you.

Reading: Acts 6:1-10

6 Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the
Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being
neglected in the daily distribution of food. 2 And the twelve called together the
whole community of the disciples and said, ‘It is not right that we should neglect
the word of God in order to wait at tables. 3 Therefore, friends, select from
among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom,
whom we may appoint to this task, 4 while we, for our part, will devote ourselves
to prayer and to serving the word.” 5 What they said pleased the whole
community, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit,
together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a
proselyte of Antioch. 6 They had these men stand before the apostles, who
prayed and laid their hands on them. 7 The word of God continued to spread; the
number of the disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the
priests became obedient to the faith.

8 Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the
people. 9 Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen
(as it was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of those from Cilicia and
Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. 10 But they could not withstand the
wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke.

Trinity 3 Sunday June 20

Collect

God our saviour,

look on this wounded world

in pity and in power;

hold us fast to your promises of peace
won for us by your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is gracious,
for his steadfast love endures for ever.
2 Let the redeemed of the Lord say this,
those he redeemed from the hand of the enemy,
3 And gathered out of the lands

from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.

23 Those who go down to the sea in ships
and ply their trade in great waters,
24 These have seen the works of the Lord
and his wonders in the deep.
25 For at his word the stormy wind arose
and lifted up the waves of the sea.
26 They were carried up to the heavens
and down again to the deep;
their soul melted away in their peril.
27 They reeled and staggered like a drunkard
and were at their wits’ end.
28 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
and he brought them out of their distress.
29 He made the storm be still
and the waves of the sea were calmed.

30 Then were they glad because they were at rest,

and he brought them to the haven they desired.



31 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his goodness
and the wonders he does for his children.

32 Let them exalt him in the congregation of the people
and praise him in the council of the elders.

Reading: Acts 7:34 - 8:8

3 | have surely seen the mistreatment of my people who are in Egypt and
have heard their groaning, and | have come down to rescue them. Come
now, | will send you to Egypt.” * ‘It was this Moses whom they rejected
when they said, “Who made you a ruler and a judge?” and whom God now
sent as both ruler and liberator through the angel who appeared to him in
the bush. 3¢ He led them out, having performed wonders and signs in
Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness for forty years. *’ This is the
Moses who said to the Israelites, “God will raise up a prophet for you from
your own people as he raised me up.” *® He is the one who was in the
congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount
Sinai, and with our ancestors; and he received living oracles to give to
us. ¥ Our ancestors were unwilling to obey him; instead, they pushed him
aside, and in their hearts they turned back to Egypt, *° saying to Aaron,
“Make gods for us who will lead the way for us; as for this Moses who led
us out from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has happened to
him.” 1 At that time they made a calf, offered a sacrifice to the idol, and
revelled in the works of their hands. > But God turned away from them
and handed them over to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the
book of the prophets:

“Did you offer to me slain victims and sacrifices for forty years in the
wilderness, O house of Israel? * No; you took along the tent of Moloch,
and the star of your god Rephan, the images that you made to worship;
so | will remove you beyond Babylon.”

“‘Our ancestors had the tent of testimony in the wilderness, as
God directed when he spoke to Moses, ordering him to make it according
to the pattern he had seen. * Our ancestors in turn brought it in with
Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our
ancestors. And it was there until the time of David, ¢ who found favour
with God and asked that he might find a dwelling-place for the house of

Jacob. # But it was Solomon who built a house for him. * Yet the Most
High does not dwell in houses made by human hands; as the prophet says,

49 “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What kind of house
will you build for me, says the Lord, or what is the place of my rest?
>0Did not my hand make all these things?” °! ‘You stiff-necked people,
uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are for ever opposing the Holy Spirit,
just as your ancestors used to do.>?Which of the prophets did your
ancestors not persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of the
Righteous One, and now vyou have become his betrayers and
murderers. >3 You are the ones that received the law as ordained by angels,
and yet you have not kept it.’

>*When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their
teeth at Stephen. >> But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven
and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of
God. ¢ ‘Look,” he said, ‘I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God!” ° But they covered their ears, and with
aloud shout all rushed together against him. °® Then they dragged him out
of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at
the feet of a young man named Saul. >° While they were stoning Stephen,
he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ®® Then he knelt down and cried
out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had
said this, he died. 8 * And Saul approved of their killing him.

That day a severe persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and
all except the apostles were scattered throughout the countryside of
Judea and Samaria. ?Devout men buried Stephen and made loud
lamentation over him.3But Saul was ravaging the church by entering
house after house; dragging off both men and women, he committed
them to prison.

*Now those who were scattered went from place to place, proclaiming the
word. > Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the
Messiah to them. ®The crowds with one accord listened eagerly to what
was said by Philip, hearing and seeing the signs that he did, ’ for unclean
spirits, crying with loud shrieks, came out of many who were possessed;
and many others who were paralysed or lame were cured. So there was
great joy in that city.



Trinity 4 Sunday June 27

Collect

Gracious Father,

by the obedience of Jesus

you brought salvation to our wayward world:
draw us into harmony with your will,

that we may find all things restored in him,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Psalm 130
1 Out of the depths have | cried to you, O Lord;
Lord, hear my voice;
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.
2 |If you, Lord, were to mark what is done amiss,
O Lord, who could stand?
3 Butthere is forgiveness with you,
so that you shall be feared.
4 | wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him;
in his word is my hope.
5 My soul waits for the Lord,
more than the night watch for the morning,
more than the night watch for the morning.
6 O Israel, wait for the Lord,
for with the Lord there is mercy;
7 With him is plenteous redemption
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

Reading: Acts 9:1-12

9! Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples
of the Lord, went to the high priest2and asked him for letters to the
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as

he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from
heaven flashed around him.4He fell to the ground and heard a voice
saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ ®He asked, ‘Who are
you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. ® But
get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.”” The
men who were travelling with him stood speechless because they heard
the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and though his
eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. ° For three days he was without sight, and
neither ate nor drank.1®Now there was a disciple in Damascus named
Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, ‘Ananias.” He answered, ‘Here |
am, Lord.’ 1*The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the street called
Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul.
At this moment he is praying, 2 and he has seen in a vision® a man named
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.’



